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Synopsis

The memory of a brief visit to Burma had haunted Rory MacLean for years. A decade after the
violent suppression of an unarmed national uprising, which cost thousands of lives and all hopes for
democracy, he seized the chance to return. Travelling from Rangoon to Mandalay and Pagan, into
the heart of the Golden Triangle, he hears stories of freedom fighters, government censors, basket
weavers, farmers and lovers -- ordinary people struggling to survive under one of the most brutal
and repressive regimes in the world. Under the Dragon is a perceptive and heartbreaking portrayal
of contemporary Burma, a country that is shot through with desperation and fear, but also blessed

a “ even in the darkest places -- with beauty and courage.
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Customer Reviews

a ceA work of great political commitment, powered above all by the authorsd ™ outrage at the
injustices, brutalisation and mass violation of human rights that he witnessed in Burma. Yet for all its
pain, Under the Dragon is a beautiful book. It remains his masterpiece; and in the light of the
continuing tragedy in Burma is now more relevant than ever.a ¢ --William Dalrympleé& cel cannot
imagine a better book on the beauty and terror of Burma. Rory Maclean is more than a gifted writer.
He is a man whose artistry is underpinned by a powerful moral sensibility. Read it. Read it. Read
it.4 « --Fergal Keane, writer and broadcastera ceExceptional insight and sensitivity, beautifully
crafted and poignanta | Maclean is a maverick among travel writers, his talent is multifaceteda | Until
the Burmese are free to determine their own lives then the pages of this wonderful book are as

close as | will be getting to Burma.a ¢ --Sunday Times (UK)a ceShines with an almost unbearable



poignancy...a beautiful insight into this unhappy landa |a book which marvellously extends the
conventional confines of travel writing.a « --The Times (UK)a celt will make you cry and it will give
you hope. It travels through modern decayed Rangoon, into the hills with warlords of their tribes, to
the heart of government at its most sinister, and to the place where the best books go - inside you. It
is astonishingly good.a « -- Jeanette Winterson, author and journalista ceA triumphant exploration of
a country brutalised by dictatorship.a ¢ --Independenta cel couldna ™t put it down. It made me

cry.a * a “ Guardiana ceAfter reading Under the Dragon, one can never again see Burmaa ™s
masses as faceless hordes. Maclean shows Burma to be a country of repression and fear, but also
one of great individual kindness and passion.a ¢ -- Independent on Sundaya ceThis is an important
book, and an essential book.4 « -- New Internationalist magazineA A 4 ceMaclean takes the reader
to the root of the problems of the country. [He] shows rather than tells his reader what it is like to live
in Burma. He does it with humour and honesty. He expresses his feelings of a cowed and crushed
people who cana ™t find words to express their sufferings.a ¢ -- Pascal Khoo-Thwe,

SpectatorA A & ceEasily the travel book of the yeara [a « & “ Wanderlust travel magazineA & ceSuch
an extraordinary booka | a stunner.4 « -- Charles Foran, Far Eastern Economic ReviewA A 4 ceThis
is a timely, fluent, passionate book about Burma which ought to be read by all who value the right of
a courageous people to their freedom.a « -- John Pilger, journalistA & ceA slim, beautifully written
travel book.4 « -- Newman Noggs, Daily TelegraphA a ceMaclean gives an extraordinary sense of
individual hopelessness and radical disorientation under a system of organised absurdity mixed with
terror that is contemporary Burma.a ¢ -- John Casey, Evening StandardA A 4 ceMore than a travel
book, this is an impassioned plea on behalf of a tragic nationa | Beautifully written, with a powerful
sense of involvement.a « -- Sunday ExpressA 4 ceA sensitive portrayal of a people who must soon
be allowed to emerge from the brutal and senseless repression of decades. It should be widely
read.a + -- Michael Tillotson, Country LifeA 4 celmmensely impressive.a ¢ -- John Boorman, Magill

magazine

Rory MacLean’s books, including best-sellers Stalin’s Nose and Under the Dragon, have challenged
and invigorated travel writing, and -- according to the late John Fowles -- are among works that
'marvellously explain why literature still lives’. He has won the Yorkshire Post Best First Work prize
and an Arts Council Writers’ Award, was twice shortlisted for the Thomas Cook/Daily Telegraph
Travel Book Prize and was nominated for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary award. He is a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and a regular contributor to BBC Radio 3 and 4. Born and

educated in Canada, he lives with his family in Dorset.



Part history, part travelogue, part memoir. | read this book as | traveled in Myanmar and could

hardly put it down.

This book taught me more than | could dream it would. The writing, especially the character
development, is on power with Hemingway. It is much more than a travel book, and it is a must read
for anyone who hopes to understand today’s Burma. Rory MacLean deserves a Nobel Prize for

Literature this tom.

A little smaller than | expected but very comfortable. A divine sleep.

Interesting story that | read while preparing for a journey to Myanmar. The book is well-written, and

taught me a lot about the history and culture of the people.

Nicely written. This book presents a picture of oppressed still generous people of Burma. | hope the

new democratic government willl bring hope for the people

Riveting story that weaves the history of Burma through the centuries as experienced in the daily
lives of many Burmese and foreigners as well. | could not put my Kindle down until the book was

finished.

This book is indisputably well written. But it taught me nothing about Burma | didn’t already know
and it was rather dull in much of the book. The author uses small stories about different characters
to tell the story of Burma’s recent history and repressive practices, but the stories just aren’t that
interesting in many cases. Captivating this book is not. | didn’t find it to be travel literature or

politically informative, and as fiction it was concise but lackluster.Paul

Loved every story! Enjoyed how every story fed into the narrator’s own story. This book opened my

eyes to the Burmese.
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